April 17, 1997

As the Philadelphia Inquirer editorialized last
week, “For decades, Ruth Wright Hayre's
name has been synonymous with quality edu-
cation. Her retirement next month for health
reasons from the School Board of Philadelphia
should inspire her colleagues to live up to the
exciting standard she set.”

In light of her many accomplishments in
education, civil rights and the arts, and the
void she leaves in lives of all Philadelphians,
| am proud to honor Ruth Hayre.
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HON. MICHAEL PAPPAS
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Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Cranbury Township Lions
Club which is celebrating its 65th anniversary
this year. Coincidently, the Lions 65th anniver-
sary coincides with Cranbury's tercentennial.

Having served as a Lion myself since 1982,
I am well aware of the important role and con-
tribution that the Lions Club makes in so many
communities around our country.

We have heard before, right here in this
Chamber, that the era of big government is
over. But it is not good enough to just say it,
we must act and reach out to our neighbors
and those in need. The Lions have been doing
just that for many years all over the country
and the world.

We in this Nation have a choice. A choice
to volunteer and help each other or let govern-
ment assume that role. If big government is
truly over, then we as individuals need to as-
sume some of the responsibilities of govern-
ment. We the people, need to help our fellow
citizens who are in need.

The Lions Clubs around our Nation have
consistently been involved in efforts to help
those in need to see better through the collec-
tion and refurbishment of used eyeglasses, di-
abetes education, and a host of other activi-
ties. America’s Lions are doing their share.

The Cranbury Lion’s Club has for the past
8 years supported Project Quest, a campaign
for drug prevention focused on Kindergarten
through eighth grade students. Project Quest
provides funding for teacher training and ma-
terials in the fight against illegal drugs and
drug abuse among the community’s youth.

It is these kinds of efforts, people in one
community selflessly helping to solve its own
problems, that will guide America into the next
century. Since its founding in 1932, by Dr.
Gerald Miller, the Cranbury Lions has quietly
served as an example to us all.

| would like to congratulate some of the
club’s longest serving members, Judson
Hagerty, Jay Schuyler, Arthur Danser, and
George Conley. Each of these men have
served the club and their community for over
40 years and together they represent close to
200 years of service.

Each year, the Cranbury Lions are respon-
sible for hosting the township’s Memorial Day
parade. | want to pay early congratulations to
Frank Brennan who is this year's parade com-
mittee chairman.

As this Congress continues to emphasize
the need for service organizations and volun-
teers to assume a greater role, it will be orga-
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nizations like the Cranbury Lions that year
after year continue to bring about positive
change.

Tomorrow night, the Cranbury Lions will
hold their 65th anniversary dinner and | would
like to extend my best wishes.

As America looks toward the 21st century,
Lion’s Clubs around the Nation stand ready
and committed, full of energy, creativity, and
solutions to help us become a better society
and solve the problems that face our Nation.
Among those groups is the Cranbury Lions.
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Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing legislation that would create a na-
tional fund to provide matching grants to State
and local programs promoting energy con-
servation, renewable energy resources like
wind and solar power, and universal electricity
service for low income, rural and other con-
sumers for whom basic electricity service may
be compromised by deregulation.

Nationwide, it is estimated that regulated
utilities spend between $6 and $7.5 billion an-
nually on energy conservation, renewable en-
ergy, and low income energy assistance pro-
grams. In the brave, new world of deregulated
electricity markets, many of these public pur-
poses could fall through the cracks. My bill
provides a stable funding source to not only
help maintain existing energy conservation, re-
newable energy and low income energy as-
sistance programs, but to expand them around
the Nation.

This is not a new Federal bureaucracy. It is
a simple mechanism that will funnel money di-
rectly to programs crafted at the State and
local level. Its cost to the Federal Treasury will
be near zero.

The national program would be funded by a
competitively neutral, non-bypassable trans-
mission access charge paid by all electricity
suppliers. The charge would be set to a level
sufficient to fund qualifying State programs
each year, but would be limited to no more
than 2 tenths-of-a-cent per kilowatt-hour. The
fund would be administered by a joint Federal-
State board with oversight from the Depart-
ment of Energy.

If fully utilized, the national electric systems
benefits fund would provide between $5 and
$6 billion each year in matching grants for lo-
cally designed energy efficiency, renewable
and low income energy assistance programs.
Electric utility industry deregulation without this
important incentive-based program would be a
disaster for the environment and for low in-
come families.
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Mr. PAXON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 1226, the Taxpayer
Browsing Protection Act.

The American public should know that the
problem of IRS agents browsing through tax-
payer files is not exclusive to Washington, DC.
Just last week in Buffalo, NY, it was revealed
that at least 18 Buffalo-area IRS agents had
used their access as Government officials to
snoop through the tax files of thousands of up-
state New Yorkers. And of these 18, only 2
were fired for their actions.

Quite simply, if the Government is going to
compel personal information from its citizens,
then there is a corresponding obligation to
preserve the privacy of that information. Tax
snooping is a clear case of abuse of Govern-
ment authority, at the expense of others pri-
vacy and freedom.

The repugnance of Government agents ri-
fling through our possessions without cause is
precisely what sparked our constitutional pro-
hibition against unreasonable search and sei-
zure.

That is why | support H.R. 1226, the Tax-
payer Browsing Protection Act, and | urge my
colleagues to do the same.
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Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to salute the
Honorable Michael A. Martone, an Oakland
County District Court judge from Troy, Ml who
will receive the Italian-American of the Year
Award. This award, presented to Judge
Martone by the Italian-American Study Group
of Troy, is in recognition of his outstanding
and continued commitment to the youth of our
community.

Judge Martone has developed and imple-
mented a unique alcohol and drug intervention
program which actually brings the courtroom
to middle and high schools. His program,
dubbed “Court in the Schools: Critical Life
Choices,” illustrates to young adults the life-
long consequences of failing to think critically
and breaking the law. On September 9, 1996,
Judge Martone gained national recognition for
his efforts to establish the program around the
nation when he was profiled on NBC's “Today
Show.” More than 12,500 students have par-
ticipated in the program, not only in Michigan
but in New York, Missouri, Florida, and Arkan-
sas.

In addition to continuing his expansion of
“Court in the Schools,” Judge Martone re-
mains active in the community as a volunteer
with the Troy Community Coalition, Oakland
County’s HAVEN Courage House, and the Ju-
venile Diabetes Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Judge Martone’s accomplish-
ments and outstanding contributions to the
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